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Stewardship: Beyond the Offering Plate  
 
I am experiencing stewardship from two new perspectives this year, as Stewardship 
Secretary for the congregation and as a member of the MLC Stewardship Team.  This 
is an opportunity for me to grow in understanding of stewardship as a spiritual practice, 
one based in gratitude to God for what has been given to me. 
 

For many years, one aspect of this spiritual practice was the act 
of placing my gift in the offering plate each Sunday.  This simple 
action held a lot of power for me on Sunday mornings, a physical 
expression of the pledge made between God and me.  Because I 
travel frequently, I am not always in church on Sunday and found 
myself playing “catch-up” with my gifts.  I chose to enroll in the 
electronic Simply Giving program to ensure that my gift is given 

consistently throughout the year.   However, this “e-giving” option does not give me the 
same feeling of joy as placing an envelope in the offering plate.   
 
I am not alone.  One congregation member describes her experience this way:  “I 
decided last March or so to start charging my offerings monthly, having made a weekly 
pledge.  Knowing that I would be busy with wedding planning for one daughter, awaiting 
the birth of my first grandchild with another daughter, I knew I would probably be 
missing some Sundays.  By making monthly automatic charges on my credit card, I had 
the peace of mind knowing that my weekly offerings to Marin Lutheran would continue 
in my absence.  I have to say that not putting an offering envelope in the plate each 
Sunday I'm present has bothered me because I grew up with that tradition.  But, I know I 
have made a pledge to the church and covenant with God that is being honored.  I take 
solace in knowing I contribute to the church in other ways by supporting our youth 
efforts, the Performing Arts Series, food bank outreach, Mill Street meals, MLCC 
benefit, gifts to pastors, etc.” 
 
Another member participates in Simply Giving but sets aside a portion of their gift to 
place in the offering plate on Sunday.  Mark Allan Powell, in an interview on 
eerdmans.com, says:  “. . . I mail my regular contribution to the church once a month, 
just like paying bills, and then try to come up with something else each week to bring for 
the Sunday offering.  Every week, I try to find one thing that I can do without — and give 
the money to God instead.  It might be something little (like a dessert), or it could be 
something big, but I think about it every day until I decide what I am going to do.  As a 
result, the offering has become my favorite part of the Sunday service.  I would go to 
church just for that, to give God the little gift that I decided on earlier in the week.” 
 
I have discovered that the act of offering itself, even in electronic form, is what really 
brings me joy.  While the tradition of the offering envelope is very strong, opportunities 
to share our gifts of time, talent, and treasure go beyond the offering plate.  
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MLC Notebook 
 
Health Kits 
 80 Health Kits were delivered to the 
Northern California LWR (Lutheran World 
Relief) Ingathering in Morgan Hill on 
October 24th.  A HUGE thank you to 
everyone who participated and donated 
health kits.  This was truly a group effort:  
The KOTK and their families put together 
kits and brought them to Sunday School.  
Under the guidance of Tom Schmidt the 
confirmation class assembled 20 health kits.  
Many more came from individuals/families.  
When the LWR representative heard we had 
brought health kits she was very excited as 
the need for them is great! 
 
Thank you 

 We heard from Lee 
and Anker Andersen.  
Anker wished to thank 
everyone in the 
congregation for all the 

birthday cards and good wishes he received.  
He celebrated his 90th birthday in October 
and he appreciates the special greetings. He 
has lost the sight in his right eye, but gets 
around okay with his walker, and in his 
words, he’s hanging in there! 
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Congregational Meetings 

 

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming congregational meetings: 
 Sunday, Dec. 6th, 10:15 a.m. – Election of officers and board chairs for 2010/2011 
 Sunday, January 17, 2010, 12:30 p.m. – Annual Meeting 
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  The MLCW 
are encouraging 
everyone’s 
participation in 
this program to collect supplies to send to the 
troops in holiday care packages.  As winter 
approaches in many of the areas where the troops 
are stationed, the need for handmade scarves is 
great.   Knitters and crocheters, this is something 
you can do at home.  There are some 
specifications to follow: soft yarn, subdued colors, 
and dimensions of 5-7” wide by 45-50” long for the 
scarves.  Examples are in the narthex.  Patterns 
are simple and are available every Sunday at 
church.  (60,000 scarves are needed for holiday 
care packages.) 
 
 For those of us that are not “crafty” we can still 
help by donating other items for the care packages.  
Small/individual packages of beef jerky, cold 
cereal, hot cereal, Halloween candy, Girl Scout 
cookies, nuts, beanie babies (or other small 
stuffed animals), commercially sealed lip balm, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, roll-on deodorant 
and personal letters of appreciation are also 
needed.   Why might the troops need some of these 
items?  As one recipient wrote, ����������	
����
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 A collection bin will be in the narthex from 
November 1 st - 29th.  After that, everything we 
have collected will be sent to Van Nuys, CA for 
packaging and shipping to the troops. 

November 1st Reminders          
 
����  Festival of the Arts performance of That Old Black Magic at 4:00 p.m.  Tickets 
available at the door.  Come for a ghoulishly good time! 

 
����  Final day to place your orders for Holiday Greenery.  Delivery expected the first week of 
December. Proceeds benefit the MLCW kitchen refurbishing project and include Thrivent funds. 



 

Stewardship Moments 
 
We would like to share with you the Stewardship Moments presented during the services, the last 
three Sundays in October and thank Susan, Dawn and Ross for their inspiration.  
 
Susan Morrow – October 11, 2009         
 
Last spring several of you became aware of my prayer request for a friend of mine, Jay.  He lost 
his seven year-old daughter, after many prayers from this congregation.  Her name was Mary 
Kate.  She left behind Jay, her mom, Ellie, her twin sister, Rosie and her little brother, James, in 
addition to many friends and family. 
 
Over the last five months Ellie and Jay, Mary Kate’s mom and dad, have posted to an internet 
blog.  Their expressions of faith in the face of this loss have been amazing and comforting for 
those of us who miss Mary Kate. 
 
I wondered how to address this stewardship theme of New Love New Mercy.  Lamentations is a 
hard book to get a hold of.  I wanted to make this meaningful, positive and hopefully memorable.  
I re-read one of Ellie’s posts from July and will share it with you. 

 
“Along this journey, we have learned that there are lots of turns in the road you 
cannot plan for or control, for they are part of the ride.  This [July] afternoon the 
lesson came to life for us.  We were at a birthday party for a friend of Rosie’s.  
All the kids were in the pool and the parents were watching from the sidelines.  
Throughout the party the kids were trying to coax the adults into the water with 
their clothes on.  Well Jay, [6’5” with the build of a football player] seized the 
moment and was the first one to cannonball in.  From there, everyone went in, 
including my mom, Mary Kate’s grandmother!  She just jumped into the water 
with her clothes on!  There was something so freeing about jumping into the pool 
with our clothes on.  It is something that Mary Kate would have loved and she 

would have squealed with excitement.  As I looked around, all the 
adults were laughing and the kids were thrilled.  I knew that Mary Kate 
was okay, and we will be too.  Instead of just watching, Mary Kate, we 
will remember to jump right in.  I love you Mary Kate.  Mom” 
 
Today I am asking you to “jump in” as you consider your goal as a steward.  
Don’t just stand on the edge of the pool watching, but jump in, feet first.  
Experience that freedom as you share your time, your talents and your 
possessions.  Come on in, the water’s fine . . . no, the water is great! 

 
 
Dawn Brewster  – October 18, 2009         
 
When I volunteered to speak on the subject 
of stewardship I really had no idea what I 
was going to talk about.  I’m very thankful 
that as always, I’m inspired by things that  
 

 
happen during a service here.  I found my 
inspiration from two sources in a service 
several Sundays ago.  One was the New 
Love New Mercy insert in the bulletin.  We 
also sang one of my favorite hymns. 



 

The insert reminded us of the covenant 
relationship between God and God’s people, 
and how that covenant calls for communion 
between this loving, merciful God and 
humankind.  There were three questions on 
the insert: 

1) What do you give away as an offering to 
God? 

2) Is your time part of that offering? 
3) If so, how would you describe that gift? 

 
One of my favorite hymns is Here I Am, Lord 
and the verse that always strikes a cord with 
me is: 
 I the Lord of wind and flame 
 I will tend the poor and lame 
 I will set a feast for them, my hand will save 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 Till their hearts be satisfied 
 I will give my life to them, whom shall I send? 
 
So what is my inspiration?  Time is among 
the things that I give as an offering to God, 
especially the time I set aside to bake 
communion bread for the feast we share 

each Sunday.  I have always 
enjoyed making bread.  I love 
the feel of the dough during 
kneading and shaping.  I love 
the smell of the risen bread 
and baking bread.  I love the 
rising process that forces me 
to stay at home, or not to 

stay away from home too long.  I love how 
the bread never quite turns out the same 
each time.  Do I love spending most 
Saturdays baking bread?  Not always, but I 
think sharing fresh bread with family and 
friends is one of the most special things I can 
do.  The time I take to bake bread is part of 
my offering to God and to you. 
 
I encourage you to consider these same 
three questions: 

1) What do you give away as an offering to 
God? 

2) Is your time part of that offering? 
3) If so, how would you describe that gift? 
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NOVEMBER 2009 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 NOV 1ST   NOV 8TH   NOV 15TH  NOV 22ND  NOV 30TH   
      

GREETERS      

9:00 AM Dawn Brewster Margot & Ray 
Gergus Sandy Seeger Barb Bischoff Mary Creigh Houts 

11:00AM Erna Randig Janet Foster Stu & Jeanne Burt Jane McKenzie Erna Randig 

      

USHER      

9:00 AM Clint Bastin Duff Hansen Ron Jacobs Theresia 
Morgenlaender Michael Rosendahl 

11:00AM Roy Davis Dave Richards Lorri Reinders Rick West Joe O’Neill, Jr. 

      

ACOLYTE      

9:00 AM Emma Dowling Morgan Saling Caitlin Jacobs Chloe Jacobs Adlaide Shunk 

11:00AM    Michaela Marymor   

      

LECTOR      

9:00 AM Dawn Brewster Ray Gergus Rich Myhre Michele Jacobs Emily Rosendahl 

11:00AM Bob Dunn Anne Marie 
Hofling Jeff Reinders Janet Foster Marie Conrad 

      

ALM      

9:00 AM Karen Anderson Kathy Bayler Susan Morrow  Karen Anderson 

11:00AM Paul Davis Betsy McCormick   Paul Davis 

      

COMM ASSIST      

9:00 AM Lea Russell Carol Zlatunich Sandy Seeger Barb Bischoff Carol Cunliffe 

11:00AM Erna R/Marie C Janet Foster Jeff Reinders Jane Mc / Janet F Erna R / Marie C 

      

SOUND TECH      

9:00 AM John Bischoff Dan Watrous Dan Watrous John Bischoff Jeff Reinders 

11:00AM Kerry Hansen John Bischoff Jeff Reinders Kerry Hansen Kerry Hansen 

      

COUNTERS      

9:00 AM Clint Bastin Roy Davis Neil Church Clint Bastin Roy Davis 

11:00AM Janet Foster Kamphoefner Janet Foster Janet Foster Kamphoefner 

      

COFFEE HOUR      

9:00 AM Janet Foster Rich Myhre Andrew Chilson Anke Pahmeyer Mary Creigh Houts 

11:00AM Joel Stahl Daniela Hirdt The Reinders Miles Marymor Karen Clinton 

      

FLOWERS Karen Clinton JennyChurch Houts/Rosendahls Baylers Clint Bastin 

      

ALTAR GUILD Mette W/Janet F Mette W/Janet F Mette W/Janet F Mette W/Janet F Mette W/Janet F 


